Background: Skin incisions have usually been made using a scalpel. Electrocautery, a more
Introduction
The art of performing surgeries have improved in recent years with the development of various electrosurgical devices assisting surgeons in performing safer surgeries with better outcomes. Skin incision has traditionally been made with a standard scalpel blade with good primary shown to offer many advantages 1-6 including time, safety and healing, yet still it is being debated. Therefore the present study aimed to determine whether an electrocautery blade can be used safely for skin incisions in limb surgeries.
Methods
The study was conducted as a prospective one in a tertiary care center in the department of orthopaedics, BPKIHS, Dharan, Nepal.
Patients with closed fracture of the forearm bones admitted for surgery from April 2014 to September 2014 was included into the study.
The operating theatre records of 2013
showed that the number of cases of forearm bones fracture operated from 1st April to 30th
September was 66. Arbitrarily it was decided to take 60 of cases. Ethical clearance was obtained before the study from Institute
Ethical Review Board and informed consent was taken from each patient involved in the study. The following patients were excluded from study:
• Open fractures,
• Previous history of hypertrophic or keloid scarring, 
Discussion
Surgical electrocautery has increasingly been used for tissue dissection, being haemostatic and convenient, since beginning of the 20 th century when it was first introduced [7] [8] [9] . Surgeons, however, continue to be reluctant when it comes to the use of electrocautery for making an incision of skin 9,10,11 because The present study showed no statistically significant differences in the rate of postoperative complications and postoperative hospital stay which is in consistent with other trials 9, 12 . On the basis of this study, it is suggested that skin may be safely incised using electrocautery in limb surgery involving fixation of bones using internal implants.
